Orinda Public Meetings
City Council Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, Feb. 20, 7 p.m.

Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 27, 7 p.m.

Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way
Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 7:00 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22 Orinda Way

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

See public meetings schedule
on these pages and check
online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

925-377-0977

Sell Smarter. Sell Faster.

Start preparing your home with the right real estate team
today for maximum results this Spring!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

With a steadfast commitment to prioritizing clients above all else, Chris Swim and
Tracy Keaton consistently raise the bar in the East Bay’s real estate scene. With
over 70 years of combined experience, Chris and Tracy navigate the complexities
of buying and selling with finesse, offering personalized concierge service that
goes above and beyond expectations. Their strategic approach, honed marketing
tactics, and extensive network ensure success in every transaction.

When it comes to preparing your home for the spring market, Chris Swim and
Tracy Keaton are the agents you can rely on for unparalleled service and

exceptional results.

Call 925.766.1447 to learn more about how Chris and Tracy will successfully navigate the
current Real Estate market environment to benefit you.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

Chris Swim
DRE 00943989

Tracy Keaton
DRE 01051349

9257661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

CE@MPASS

Split city council agrees to look at private roads and drains in Orinda

By Sora O’Doherty

With vigorous opposi-
tion by Council Member
Inga Miller, the Orinda
City Council voted 4-1 to
form an ad hoc subcom-
mittee to evaluate both
private and public op-
tions for better integrat-
ing and maintaining
community infrastruc-
ture, as proposed by
Mayor Darlene Gee. As
proposed and passed,
the new subcommittee
members will be Gee
and Vice Mayor Latika
Malkani, and the sub-
committee will be a
Brown Act body capable
of receiving input from

the public. Without fur-
ther action, the subcom-
mittee will last only until
December and will then
sunset.

The council received
almost five dozen writ-
ten public comments on
the proposed subcom-
mittee, and two mem-
bers of the public ap-
peared in person to
comment. Bob Finch
suggested that the situa-
tion is like requiring
every citizen to pay
school taxes but not al-
lowing 20% of residents
to send their children to
public school (20% of

Orinda’s roads are esti-
mated to be private). Joel
Libove called the system
of public and private in-
frastructure “grossly
unfair.”

Gee’s vision includes
not only private roads
but also private drains.
She expressed concern
that having the mainte-
nance of some of the
city’s drains in private
hands puts the city at
risk of massive damage,
and also liability. She
said, “If I could wave my
magic wand, I'd like to
be able to make it all one
public system.”

In her proposal, Gee
stated, “I have always
believed and voiced that
a better integrated and
maintained city infra-
structure will need addi-
tional money beyond
what is currently avail-
able.” She added, “I also
believe the community
should have the infor-
mation to thoroughly
understand what the
benefits and costs of a
more integrated and
better maintained sys-
tem would be and the
opportunity to vote on
whether they support
that.”

Gee, prior to becom-
ing a member of the
council, served on the
Citizens Infrastructure
Oversight Commission,
which oversaw the ma-
jor renovation of public
roads in Orinda. Miller
said that the issue was
“all new to her,” and
“really interesting.” But
as the discussion pro-
gressed, she made it
clear that she strongly
opposed the creation of
the subcommittee.

There was some dis-
cussion about forming
the subcommittee but
returning to the matter

to define its scope, but
Council Member Bran-
dyn Iverson believed
that the scope could be
defined, and included it
in her motion to form
the subcommittee. City
Manager David Biggs
confirmed Iverson’s mo-
tion to approve the sub-
committee with Gee and
Malkani as members
with the written scope
attached to the agenda
item, with the proviso
that the subcommittee
will refine the scope and
bring that back to the
council at a future date.

Orinda not ready to move forward with sirens

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda City Council
members are very inter-
ested in following devel-
opments in siren sys-
tems designed to help
protect residents from
disasters, but are not yet
ready to adopt such a
system. After the devas-
tation caused in La-
haina, Mauli, by a wind-
driven wildfire last year,
questions arose about
the use of sirens to warn
residents. Lahaina has

sirens to warn of
tsunami danger, but they
were not used during
the fire because officials
feared that residents
would flee in the wrong
direction. In earlier Cal-
ifornia wildfires, some
residents had no warn-
ing before the fire was
upon them.

Berkeley, a city that

borders Orinda, also has
sirens because it is lo-
cated on the bay and
could be subject to
tsunamis. On Feb. 6, the
Orinda City Council took
a look at recent develop-
ments in the Berkeley
siren system to see if
they thought Orinda
should adopt a similar
system. Berkeley and

Orinda are similar in
size, although Berkeley
has a population of over
100,000 while Orinda’s
population is around
20,000. Orinda is hillier
than Berkeley, and more
wooded.

The new sirens in
Berkeley have speakers,
letting them warn for
tsunamis, evacuations,

Information about the Berkeley siren system can be found at
https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/our-work/capital-projects/outdoor-warning-system-emergency-siren-network

and shelter-in-place sit-
uations. Council mem-
bers expressed concerns
about the need for test-
ing an emergency warn-
ing siren, and, for
“smart” sirens, the abil-
ity of residents to make
out the words. However,
during their discussion,
city council members
considered that Orinda

residents are sophisti-
cated and aware of im-
pending conditions. In
the event of a siren
warning, the council be-
lieved that residents
would then pursue fur-
ther information before
acting.

Garden Club recognized for Library Plaza refresh

By Sora O’Doherty
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For a project that has “re-
stored a sense of tran-
quility and vibrancy in a
space that fosters a con-
nected community” the
Orinda Garden Club was
thanked by the City of
Orinda at the Feb. 6 city
council meeting. A cer-
tificate of recognition was
presented to the club for
“their purposeful vision
and implementation of
the renovation of the
planter areas, and foun-
tain area at Library
Plaza” by Mayor Darlene
Gee. Sue Anderson-
Berger and Lisa Hallahan

Photo provided

accepted the certificate
on behalf of the club.

The representatives

of the garden club said
that they would like to
continue with the com-
munity center and the
driveway to the library’s
underground parking lot,
where they would like to
remove masses of rose-
mary that hinders vision
for motorists and is not
fire safe.

The newly replanted

areas include many na-
tive plants, that the gar-
den club members said
are pollinators and low

maintenance. Among the
species listed are white
crepe myrtle and Man-
zanita shrubs, pink car-
pet roses, Roxanne gera-
niums, celestial blue
salvia, native verbena,
popcorn ceanothus, Santa
Barbara and seaside
daisies, and many vari-
eties of daffodil bulbs.
300 bulbs will provide
color to the landscape
over a long blooming
season, as the club
planted early, mid-season,
and late blooming
varieties.

Sleck Architectural

Masterpiece
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40 Valley View Road, Orinda
4BEDS | 45 BATHS | 6,195 SQFT | 143 ACRES

Offered for $10,500,000
40VALLEYVIEWROAD.COM

Local Expert & Lamorinda Resident

Ann Newton Cane
415.999.0253
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com

AnnNewtonCane.com
Lic. #02084093

Golden
Gate

Sothebys

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance
Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven,

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

2101550

Surprisingly

great rates that
fit any budget.

I can help you bundle
your home and auto
insurance, atarate

that may surprise you.
Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.’

Individual premiums and budgets will
vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm’ underwriting
requirements. Availability and amount
of discounts and savings vary by state.

o StateFarm'
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

o

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824




